TROUBLESOME  TIMES   IN   THE  FAR  EAST           81

The charts used were mere reconnaissances, made from time
to time by vessels happening near this unknown coast. Some
years before a French squadron, under Admiral Koze, had vis-
ited the locality about the Salee River, and it was upon the sur-
veys made by his officers, hastily at the time, that Admiral
Bodgers relied. The islands, headlands, bays and rivers marked
on these charts bore French names, but in no instance were the
locations found reliably, correct.

An anchorage near the coast being taken up, the admiral
directed a running survey to be made, this task being committed
to the navigators of the ships of the squadron, with the view
to ascertain definitely the channel-way and the location of dan-
gers lying in it. The ground examined, the squadron was
moved into a new position the day following, and from this new
position further surveys were made, until the final anchorage
off Isle Boisee was reached on June 1, 1871.

The tidal current in the river ran with great strength, the
rise and fall during spring tides being quite twenty feet. The
depth of water was about fifteen fathoms, and in the swift cur-
rent the ships were moored to avoid sheering across the tides,
as would have occurred lying at single anchor. The position
of the squadron as taken up was at the mouth of the Salee
Eiver, not far from the present anchorage of Chemulpo. This
locality was rather exposed as an anchorage during the typhoon
season then approaching. Therefore the admiral sought and
obtained permission, from the officer commanding a fortification
near the mouth of the river, to extend the survey a few miles
further up for the purpose of locating the squadron in a more
secure anchorage.

The squadron's arrival was viewed apparently with suspicion
by the fishermen. Whenever the steam launches came in the
vicinity of these fishing vessels while running their lines of sound-
ings, the latter fled precipitately to the shore. As careful in-
structions not to interfere with them had been given, no attempt
was ever made to overhaul the boats. But on the same night
that the squadron reached the anchorage beacon-fires were light-
ed on every hilltop visible from the anchorage. It recalled the
days of old when the approach of the great Armada of Spain
was announced from the hilltops by beacon-fires to the people
of old England when Queen Bess ruled the land.